LAUNDE PRIMARY SCHOOL

EYFS Policy

Written January 2022
Review date January 2024

Signed: ... 0 Tke .

Date: v I 2[ 22



In the Foundation Stage at Launde Primary School we believe each child deserves the best
possible start and the opportunity to achieve their full potential. Working alongside parents,
carers and other professionals we aim to create a safe, secure and stimulating environment
that enables us to understand the abilities and talents of our children and to provide a
foundation for learning that will equip them for 'school readiness.’

Aims of the policy
This policy aims to ensure:

e That children access a broad and balanced curriculum that gives them the broad range
of knowledge and skills needed for good progress through the school and life

e Quality and consistency in teaching and learning so that every child makes good
progress and no child gets left behind

o Every child is included and supported through equality of opportunity and anti-
discriminatory practice.

Curriculum

At Launde Primary School Primary School we follow the curriculum as outlined in the latest
version of the EYFS statutory framework that applies from September 2021.

The EYFS framework includes 7 areas of learning and development that are equally important
and interconnected. However, 3 areas known as the prime areas are seen as particularly
important for igniting curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building children’s capacity
to learn, form relationships and thrive.

The prime areas are:
e Communication and language
e Physical development

e Personal, social and emotional development

The prime areas are strengthened and applied through 4 specific areas:
o Literacy
e Mathematics
e Understanding the world

e Expressive arts and design

A Unique Child

At Launde Primary School we recognise that the experiences and pre-school influences that
our children have encountered have already begun to shape their personalities and attitudes
to leaming and that all of our children should be given the confidence and opportunities to
achieve their best. Our curriculum reflects the belief that all aspects of a child's development
are important and so equal priority is given to all aspects of learning, social and emotional,
spiritual, physical, cognitive and linguistic. We are privileged to have children from diverse
cultural and social backgrounds and we seek to make each child feel valued and included.



Children are given the opportunity to achieve their best and where necessary extra support is
given for children to access the curriculum.

We meet the needs of all our children through:

¢ Planning opportunities that build upon and extend children's knowledge, experience
and interests.

e Using a wide range of teaching strategies based on children's learning needs.

» Providing a safe and supportive learning environment in which the contribution of all
children is valued.

e Using resources which reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and
stereotyping.

¢ Monitoring children's progress and acting to provide support or extension as necessary.

e Ensuring that all children have access to a broad and balanced curriculum and that any
barriers to learning are removed.

Positive Relationships

Establishing positive relationships is at the heart of all we do. At Launde Primary School we
recognise the importance of secure relationships with the children and their parents or carers.
We work with local pre-school providers to enable smooth transition for the children from pre-
school to school. We recognise that parents are children's first and most enduring educators
and we value the contribution they make. We seek to promote this partnership through:
*Inviting parents and children to visit the school prior to their child starting school.

*Sharing information with parents at an Induction evening and Ready for school workshop.

* Parents are encouraged to share the interests and experiences of their child through
parent interview meetings prior to starting school.

*Encouraging our parents to contribute to their child's 'Learning Journey'
*Inviting parents to a Maths and Reading workshop throughout the year

*Having 'Stay and Play' sessions where parents come and see teachers teach a curriculum
area eg phonics and then spend time with their child in school.

*Encouraging parents to talk to their child's teacher if they have any concerns. There is also a
formal parent's interview in the Autumn and Spring term and a written report at the end of the
academic year to support the child's Learning Journey which parents are given to keep as a
record of their child's first year in school. ‘

e Regular weekly homework is given to reinforce what learning has happened in class.

e Achievement and Class assemblies, Concerts, Sports Day etc. also encourage links
between home and school.

¢ Ensure a thorough transition process into year 1.



All staff aim to develop excellent relationships with the children based on trust and respect.
We understand that our role is to facilitate the children's learning by working alongside them
and taking the time to listen to them.

Enabling Environments

At Launde Primary School we seek to provide the children with a stimulating environment that
considers the interests and learning needs of the children. Our classrooms are organised in
learning areas where children are able to access equipment and resources independently. We
operate a free-flow system where children are able to access the outdoor learning areas. The
seven areas of learning are planned and resourced using the indoor and outdoor learning
environments and to provide for the different learning styles of all our children.

Learning and Development

We believe that through play and first-hand experiences are children will be able to develop
the skills and knowledge to make sense of the world around them. We strive to make learning
in the Foundation Stage as active as possible and to encourage our children to explore,
question and solve their own problems with the support of adults who will guide and provide
them with the tools and resources that they need to become confident and creative learners.

Planning

Our curriculum is designed to be engaging, challenging and fun! We develop the
characterises of effective learning by planning a broad range of activities that consider
individual needs, interests and stages of development. We believe that through play and first
hand experiences our children will be able to develop the skills and knowledge to make sense
of the world around them. We strive to make learning in the Foundation Stage as active as
possible and to encourage our children to explore, question and solve their own problems with
the support of adults who will guide and provide them with the tools and resources that they
need to become confident and creative learners.

Teaching and learning

Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play, and
through a mix of adult — led and child-initiated activities. Staff respond to each child’s
emerging needs and interests, guiding their development through warm and positive
interactions. As children grow older, and their development allows, the balance shifts to more
adult led activities in readiness for year one.

Assessment

At Launde Primary School Primary School, ongoing assessment is an integral part of the
learning and development process. Staff observe children to identify their interests, learning
styles and level of achievement. The observations are used to inform planning and next steps
for children. We encourage parents to contribute to their child’s “learning journey” to establish
a picture of the whole child.

Within the first 6 weeks of a child starting in the reception class staff will administer the
Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA).



At the end of the EYFS, staff complete the EYFS profile for each child. Pupils are assessed
against the 17 early learning goals, indicating if they are:

o Meeting expected levels of development
e Not yet reaching expected levels (emerging)

The profile reflects ongoing observations, and discussions, with parents and carers. The results
of the profile are shared with parents/carers and the data is submitted to the local authority.

Safeguarding and welfare procedures

It is very important that all of our children are kept safe physically and emotionally. We work
with our children to teach boundaries, rules and limits and to help them understand why these
exist. We encourage the children to take controlled risks but teach them to recognise and avoid
hazards.

We ensure that we promote the welfare of children and we are alert to any signs of concern.
As a school we promote good health, including oral health, and prevent the spread of infection
by taking appropriate action as required. Behaviour is managed effectively in a manner
appropriate to the children's stage of development and individual needs. We ensure all adults
who look after the children are suitable to do so. Premises, furniture and equipment is
checked regularly to ensure it is safe and suitable for purpose. School records, policies and
procedures are maintained to ensure the safety of our children.

The rest of our safeguarding and welfare procedures are outlined in our Safeguarding Policy.



