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Music Curriculum Overview

Early Years

Music topics on
termly rotation

Unit 1 — Pulse

Unit 1 — Pulse Ukuleles Unit 1 — Pulse
Autumn 1 Unit 1 — Pulse Unit 2 — Voice . See termly overview Glockenspiels
. Unit 1 — Pulse .
Untuned percussion below Djembe drums
. Untuned percussion
Untuned percussion
Uil Unit 3 — Rhythm
. Unit 2/Unit 4 when . . .
. Unit 3 — Rhythm Djembe drums Unit 2 — Voice
Autumn 2 Unit 2 — Voice Unit 2 — Voice Uit & = [P e LIElE ?éisr:)?]gkulele
. Untuned percussion L2 — Untuned Young Voices
Untuned percussion .
Unit 2 — L5 percussion
Glockenspiels
Unit 3 — Rhythm Unit 4 — Pitch Unit 3 — Rhythm Unit 4 — Pitch
. L2 and L3 — _ Unit 2 — Voice Ukuleles _ Unit 2 — Voice Glockenspiels
Spring 1 Claves . Glockenspiels See termly overview
Glockenspiels ;
below Young Voices :
. . Untuned percussion
Untuned percussion . Untuned percussion
Untuned percussion
Unit 3 — Rhythm Toumes ~ Musie Unit 4 — Pitch
Unit 4 — Pitch and Str%}(/:,ture Ukuleles Unit 3 — Rhythm
Spring 2 Unit 4 — Pitch Untuned percussion See termly overview Glockenspiels
Glockenspiels . below Untuned percussion
iPads and .
Untuned percussion
headphones
Unit 5 — Music
Technology, Form Unit 5 — Music Unit 5 — Music
Unit 5 — Music Unit 5 — Music and Structure
Technology, Form Technology, Form
Technology, Form Technology, Form Recorders Ukuleles and Structure and Structure
Summer 1 and Structure and Structure iPads and See termly overview
iPads L3 — iPads MECAIPTENES LIS Uiz, bl iPads/laptops and iPads/laptops and
: headphones headphones
Crossover with
Computing Unit 5
Unit 6 — 20" Century Unit 6 — 20 Century | Unit 6 — 20" Century
i it — 20t it 6 — 20t i i
Music Unit 6 — 20 . Century | Unit6 — 20 . Century Recorders Ukuleles Music Music
Music Music .
Summer 2 . See termly overview . .
String instruments . . Glockenspiels Glockenspiels
. : Link to unit 4 below
Untuned percussion Indian tablas

Untuned percussion

Untuned percussion

Untuned percussion
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Ukulele Termly Overview Year 4

Model Music Curriculum Key Areas:

Autumn Term

Musical Musical Skills Assessment Criteria Key
Activity Vocabulary
Performing | Techniques (eg. holding the ukulele properly, | can play three different chords with the Chord
strumming etc) correct fingering on the ukulele and | can Strum
J Correct hold change between them Rest
J Basic strumming —down & up Posture
. Finger picking open strings | can demonstrate how to hold the ukulele in Notes
. Correct posture and hold the correct position and have the correct Tabs
. Rest position posture when holding or playing the ukulele Pluck
J Play at least 3 chords and begin to change Pulse
between them (Eg. C, Am F — possibly G/G7) | can strum down and up on the ukulele in time | Rhythm
. Play open string melodies (plus different to a pulse

fret numbers towards the end of term)

Notations (chord symbols or tab or both?)
J Play known chords from chord symbols

| understand what pulse and tempo are

| can recognise different chord symbols and
find these chords on the ukulele
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J Notation for plucking pieces - with note
names on without the stave (notes with lines are
longer, notes by themselves are shorter, etc.)

Elements of music (e.g. tempo, dynamics, pulse -
this may come into listening also)

| know how to read tab notation and can find
some single notes on the ukulele

| can play a variety of songs on the ukulele and
can perform these as a class

J Pulse and rhythm as a focus. | can play the ukulele copying and responding
to a pulse and playing a variety of rhythms
Improvising | ¢ To be able to improvise basic rhythms both | | can play a variety of rhythms and create my Rhythm grid
and strumming and plucking the ukulele own pattern using rhythm grids Rhythm
composing Improvise
. To be able to improvise using at least the | can create my own arrangement of a song Compose
four strings plucking short 1 or 2 bar phrases. using single plucked strings on the ukulele Crotchet
o Compose own arrangement of ‘My Dog Has Quaver
Fleas’ by choosing which order to pluck, strum or | understand how to improvise a melody using | Semiquavers
mix. the four strings Pattern
. Using the Charanga Rhythm Grids,
composing their own rhythm grids. (eg. tea, coffee || can compose a song using open strings on the
and Coca-Cola as crotchets, quavers and ukulele
semiquavers)
| can complete my own rhythm grid and
compose using crotchets, quavers and
semiquavers
Listening . Identifying pulse & tempo | understand what a chord and a single note Pulse
. Identifying a chord/not a chord sound like and can identify them Tempo
J Identifying pitch Chord
J To be able to identify short 1 bar rhythms | can recognise high and low pitch, slow and High pitch
fast tempo and different rhythms Low pitch
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J Recognise the ukulele in recorded examples Rhythm
of music | know when a ukulele is playing in a song
. Listening and playing along to music from
various genres | can demonstrate playing along to a variety of
different genres of music
Spring Term
Musical Musical Skills Assessment Criteria Key
Activity Vocabulary
Performing | Techniques | can play three different chords with the Strum
. To be able to strum confidently along to correct fingering on the ukulele and | can Strokes
simple strumming patterns using down and up change between them fluently and quicker Chords
strokes. than the previous term Pluck
. To hold the ukulele properly and use rest Frets
position. | can demonstrate how to hold the ukulele in Tab
. Chords — more progression and fluency the correct position and have the correct Tempo
when changing chords as well as just learning posture when holding or playing the ukulele Dynamics

them.

. Naturally the changes will be trickier, the
harder the chords being learnt.
J Accurate strumming technique, begin to

incorporate up strums and a wider range of simple

strumming patterns.

| can strum down and up on the ukulele in time
to a pulse and using different strumming
patterns

| understand what pulse and tempo are and
can play along to these
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J To be able to play simple melodies using
open strings and frets 1-3 (whilst reading tab).

J Add 3 more chords to the knowledge (D, Dm
and Bb)

J Plucking — Lots of A string plucking pieces
getting used to at first, pieces moving relatively by
step/close by.

Notations (eg. slides, hammer-ons pull-offs?)

J Chord Diagrams

J Fretwork using string names and fret
numbersi.e. COC2 E1

J Play a wider range of chords from chord
diagrams.

. Begin to read simple rhythm notation
(crotchet/quaver patterns).

. Begin to read tab to play 2/3 notes on each
string.

Elements of music

. Tempo and dynamics as a focus.

. Use interrelated dimensions of music
(elements) in their own compositions to achieve an
effect.

| can recognise different chord symbols and
find these chords on the ukulele, including Bb,
Dm and D as well as previous chords

| know how to read tab notation and can find
some single notes on the ukulele with rhythms
added

| can play single notes on the ukulele using
first, second and third frets on each string

| can play a variety of songs on the ukulele and
can perform these as a class

| can clap and play different rhythms on the
ukulele

| can read basic tab notation of two and three
notes

| can play using different speeds and volumes
and include these when making my own music

| can play the ukulele copying and responding
with accuracy to a pulse and playing a variety
of accurate rhythms




Launde Primary School
Music Curriculum Overview

Improvising | ¢ To be able to improvise/compose around | can play my own composed chord patterns Chord

and short note or chord patterns with guidance. with help from my teacher Pattern

composing | Develop use of rhythms. i.e. dotted notes Rhythm
and syncopations (not necessarily explained as | understand more complex rhythms and can Fret
these but demonstrated and copied back at first demonstrate these on my instrument Accuracy
and then by themselves)
J Greater fluency using different fret numbers | | can play different frets on one strings on the
on at least one of the 4 strings. ukulele with good accuracy and fluency

Listening J To be able to identify pulse, tempo and | can recognise different sections of a piece of | Pulse
dynamics within music of various styles & genres music, including repetitions, variations in Tempo
and listen/play along with confidence. elements Dynamics
. To start to recognise the parts of a piece Musical
within a structure i.e. where there are repetitions | | know what techniques and parts ukuleles are | styles
and where they are slight differences (higher ability | playing by watching them perform Musical
pupils may even be able to identify what the genres

differences are —i.e. different rhythm, different
pitch, or a combination of these — this will be
developed as a class in the Summer term).

. Listen to a wider range of ukulele
performances and recognise known techniques
used.

| can demonstrate playing along to a wide
variety of styles and genres
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Summer Term
Musical Musical Skills Assessment Criteria Key
Activity Vocabulary
Performing | Techniques | can play five chords or more with confidence | Binary

J Correct posture, hold & rest position structure

J Be able to play 5 or more chords confidently | | understand the different sections of a song Ternary

J Development this term of strumming (verse, chorus etc.) and how they fit within a structure

patterns rather than just down strums on the beat. | piece of music —and can identify other Hammer-on

. Be able to play simple melodies using open | structures such as binary and ternary Strumming

strings & frets 1-7 Chords

J Being aware of pieces moving by step and | know how to play a variety of strumming Chord

by leaps/jumps. patterns varying in complexity diagrams

. As a class to be able to start and stop Fret

playing together | can demonstrate starting and stopping a piece | Live music

. To be able to play and perform together as a | together as a class

class ensemble

. To be able to strum confidently along to | know how to play a variety of strumming

simple and more complex strumming patterns
including the Hawaiian strum using down and up
strokes

. Begin to explore techniques such as
hammer-on.
. Additional chords (Em, A) and use these in

more complex music

patterns varying in complexity

| can use techniques such as a hammer-on in
my playing

| can recognise a variety of music notation
including chord diagrams, TAB notation,
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Notations (eg. slides, hammer-ons pull-offs?)

. Chord Diagrams

o String name/fret number writing
J Simple TAB reading for melodies
J Reading basic musical notation to be able to

strum a rhythm: ie. quavers, crotchets & minims
plus crotchet and minim rests.

. Play a range of chords from chord diagrams,
swapping between them confidently
o Create own notation for compositions, eg

traditional rhythm notation or own method of
representing it.

Elements of music

. Timbre and structure as a focus (e.g. Use
structure to analyse pieces already learned and
how they work with patterns/repetitions in the
music etc. and then go on to use this to make up
our own pieces with a clear structure — either basic
classical structures (binary/ternary) or more pop-
based (intro/verse/bridge/chorus etc.)

. Confidently and accurately refer to the
interrelated dimensions of music (elements) when
creating own music or evaluating live or recorded
performances.

notated stave and string name and fret
numbers

| can write down my own compositions that |
produce with rhythm notation or another way

| can identify where a piece of music repeats or
where it changes and use these ideas to make
my own structured pieces of music

| can create music which uses different
elements of music in it

Improvising
and
composing

o Improvise own melody using open strings
and/or fretted notes

| can improvise my own pieces using open
strings and fretted notes

Chord
progression
Compose
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J Potential to look into a basic understanding | | understand more complex rhythms and chord | Dynamics
of improvising based on chords progressions i.e. if | progressions and can demonstrate these on my | Tempo
chord progression was C, Am, F, G(7), to at least instrument with confidence Texture
start developing the skills and understanding of Fret
using at least the tonic note of each chord or | can play different frets on one strings on the | Accuracy
strumming the chord itself, and improvising on ukulele with good accuracy and fluency Improvise
that as opposed to just free reign of the whole
instrument. l.e. a more structured improvisation. | can compose my own structured pieces in a
J To compose own pieces in groups relating group.
to learning about structure. This could be both
more classically or pop-related, both or both can
be covered in the term.
e To try and cover as many elements of music as
they can — varying dynamics, tempo and
texture

Listening . To have listened to a variety of music in | understand the importance of playing a Musical
from different styles/genres variety of different styles of music and | listen style
. To have experienced listening to a live to different styles of music Musical
musician(s) genre
J To be able to identify pulse, tempo, | can recognise different sections within a piece | Live music
dynamics, textures and rhythms when hearing a of music and when there is repetition, variation | Pulse
piece of music and to play along in time and different use of elements Tempo
J To be able to recognise the timbre that they | | know all of the different elements of music Dynamics
or their peers are making and to have the and when they are being used in a piece of Rhythm
knowledge to improve it i.e. quality and clarity of | music Texture
sound. Timbre

Repetition
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J To start to be able to playasaclassin2 or || can demonstrate playing in two or three parts | Peer
even 3 parts together at the same time and to be | as a class to develop my knowledge of texture | feedback
able to listen to other parts whilst also

concentrating on their own part. (Ties in with | can comment on my peer’s performance using
texture). elements of music and keywords with
J To recognise the parts of a piece within a confidence

structure i.e. where there are repetitions, where
they are slight differences and what the
differences are —i.e. different rhythm, different
pitch, or a combination of these.




